This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY B LAC K AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS i 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



, Ju.l. 7. 2004 5:27PM ZPS GROUP LLC 



No. 4916 P. 2 



Matus,Tim A. S/N: 10/605,038 

Tn the Claim s 

What is claimed is: 

1 . (Original) A plasma cutting system comprising; 
a plasma cutting power source; 

a plasma torch operationally connected to the plasma cutting power source; and 
a serialization circuit disposed within the plasma torch to control transmission of 
multiple feedback signals from the plasma torch to the plasma cutting power source. 

2. (Original) The plasma cutting system of claim 1 further comprising a plurality of 
sensors configured to provide feedback signals to the plasma cutting power source. 

3. (Original) The plasma cutting system of claim 2 wherein the serialization circuit 
is configured to serialize feedback from the plurality of sensors to the plasma cutting power 
source. 

4. (Currently Amended) The plasma cutting system of claim 2 wherein the plurality 
of sensors includes at least two of a power source activation indicator, an electrode type indicator, 
a tip type indicator, a cup position indicator, a consumable indicator, a shorted component 
indicator, an air pressure indicator, a temperature indicator, a trigger position indicator, a trigger 

| safety indicatorJjyH, an operation amperage indicator, a current transfer 4ttd»ete rindie.Lit or, and a 
voltage drop indicator. 

5. (Original) The plasma cutting system of claim 1 further comprising a single 
communications link for transmission of multiple feedback signals to the plasma cutting power 
source. 

6. (Original) The plasma cutting system of claim 5 wherein the single 
communications link is configured to translate power from the plasma cutting power source to the 
plasma torch. 

7. (Original) The plasma cutting system of claim I further comprising an interrupt 
to transmit potentially problematic operating condition feedback to the power source bypassing 
the serialization circuit. 
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8. (Original) The plasma cutting system of claim 7 wherein the potentially 
problematic operating condition feedback includes one of an over-temperature signal, a trigger 
release signal, and a consumable condition signal. 

9. (Original) The plasma cutting system of claim 1 wherein the serialization circuit 
includes at least one of an analog serializing circuit and a digital serializing circuit. 

10. ■ (Original) The plasma cutting system of claim 1 wherein the plasma torch is 
configured to operate with a maximum open circuit output voltage of greater than 220 volts DC. 

1 1 w (Original) A method of providing feedback from a plasma torch to a remote 
power source, the method comprising: 

receiving feedback Irom a plurality of sensors disposed in a plasma torch; 
arranging the feedback in a queue; and 

sending the feedback to a remote power source in an order the feedback is 
arranged in the queue. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11 further comprising interrupting the queue 
when the feedback received is a safety condition feedback signal. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 11 further comprising transmitting the feedback 
to the remote power source via a single communications link. 

1 4. (Original) The method of claim 13 further comprising transmitting power to the 
plasma torch across the single communications link. 

15. (Original) A plasma torch assembly comprising: 
a torch body enclosing a plasma-cutting electrode; 

a plurality of sensors disposed within the torch body and configured to provide 
feedback regarding at least operational conditions of a plasma cutting process; and 
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a serializer disposed within the torch body to receive feedback from ihc plurality 
of sensors and configured to transmit the feedback to a remote processing unit via a single 
communications link. 

16. (Currently Amended) The plasma torch assembly of claim 15 wherein the 
plurality of sensors includes at least two of a power source activation indicator, a cup position 
indicator, a consumable indicator, a shorted component indicator, an air pressure indicator, a 
temperature indicator, a trigger position indicator, an operation amperage indicator, a current 
transfer ittdieio fmdicatoi\ and a voltage drop indicator. 



17. (Original) The plasma torch assembly of claim 15 wherein the serializes includes 
a serialization circuit configured to send the feedback as discrete feedback signals to the remote 
processing unit. 

18. (Original) The plasma torch assembly of claim 15 wherein the single 
communications link is a power-supply cable. 

1 9. (Original) A method of manufacturing a plasma cutting torch comprising: 
constructing a housing; 

enclosing a plasma-cutting electrode within the housing; 

disposing a plurality of sensors within the housing to provide operational 
feedback regarding operational conditions of a plasma-cutting process; 

connecting the plurality of sensors to a serializing circuit such that feedback from 
the sensors is queued by the serializing circuit before being sent to a plasma-cutting power 
source. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19 further comprising disposing the serializing 
circuit within the housing. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 19 further comprising disposing an interrupt of 
the serializing circuit within the housing to bypass the serialization circuit and transmit feedback 
indicating a potentially problematic operating condition to the plasma-cutting power source. 
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22. (Original) The method of claim 19 further comprising manufacturing the 
housing, plasma-cutting electrode, plurality of sensors, and serializing circuit to operate with a 
maximum open circuit output voltage of greater than 220 volts DC. 
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